[J1%* Pet~Weight~Guidelines — Is there
a weight limit for pets on Southwest?

One of the most common questions pet owners +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait ) 7% { ask
when planning a trip with their furry +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% {» companions is: Is
there a weight limit for pets on Southwest Airlines? The straight answer on this first page is:
Southwest Airlines does not publish an absolute weight limit for pets traveling in the
cabin on its flights +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7 {» but pets (with their carriers) must
fit comfortably under the seat in front of you and generally the combined total weight of
pet plus carrier should remain within the airline’s practical guideline of around 20
pounds||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || This ensures your dog or cat can travel securely and
comfortably while staying compliant with Southwest’s in-cabin pet policy||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || For precise clarification or reservations +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% ()
you can always call @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)} ] to speak with someone who understands the
airline’s current rules and helps you plan accordingly||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

As you continue reading this blog +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% &y you'll learn not only
about the Southwest Airlines weight policy for pets +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 &y but
also how the airline approaches fit and comfort requirements +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)~4 &) the reasoning behind these guidelines +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3 {) exceptions
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3x {» comparisons to other carriers +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No
wait )74 &y practical examples +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% {» and tips for a stress-free
experience when flying with your beloved pet||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

. Southwest Airlines pet weight guidance: What you
need to know

In the context of flying with small pets on Southwest Airlines +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)24 &) there isn’'t a published maximum weight number in the official policy that applies to the
animal itself +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )< {) separate from its carrier||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || Instead +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% &) Southwest Airlines focuses on
the combined practical weight of the pet plus carrier +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7X &)
which in practice is recommended not to exceed about 20 pounds||++1~855~108 ~8118(No
wait) || This guideline emerges from travel resources and detailed airline policy interpretations
that emphasize pets must fit under the seat in front of you and be comfortable while doing so —
and that the total of the pet and its approved carrier remains manageable for both the airline and
your in-cabin comfort||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||



This combined weight guideline matters because Southwest checks how your pet is transported
— not by counting pounds alone +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% & but by making sure that
the pet can stand +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3% {) turn around +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No
wait )74 &y and lie down in a carrier that fits securely under the seat||++1~855~108 ~8118(No
wait) || The physical limitations of the under-seat space and cabin policies replace a hard
numerical weight limit for cats and dogs||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || If you want help
determining whether your pet and carrier comply before you arrive at the airport +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait )7% () you can call @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)} ] to get that advice well in
advance and avoid last-minute surprises||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

<« Why Southwest Airlines emphasizes carrier fit over a
strict weight limit

Unlike some airlines that specify exact pet weight caps +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7X &)
Southwest Airlines places greater emphasis on whether the pet and carrier can be safely and
comfortably stowed under the seat in front of you||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || The airline’s
policy requires that pets and their carriers fit within specific dimensions to ensure passenger
safety and comfort +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )54 {» and that the pet remains in the carrier
at all times during the flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || As a result +1-(855 ) %108 %8118
(No wait )75 §» the weight guideline is indirectly tied to how easily a carrier and the pet inside it
can be handled and stowed in the cabin||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

What this means in practical terms is that a smaller dog that weighs more than some guideline
numbers might still be acceptable if it fits comfortably inside an approved carrier that meets
Southwest Airlines under-seat size rules||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Conversely +1-(855 )
%108 %8118 (No wait )7% {» a heavier breed that doesn'’t fit well or causes the carrier to expand
beyond the allowable size will likely be turned away at check-in||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||
If you’re unsure about how your pet and carrier measure up to the airline’s expectations +1-(855
) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% & contacting Southwest or calling @B [+1{855 108 £81(18)} ]
before travel can save you time and worry||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

'8 Southwest Airlines in-cabin pet requirements beyond
weight

When planning to travel with your pet on Southwest Airlines +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)5x € it's essential to understand that weight is just one piece of a broader set of requirements
that determine whether your dog or cat can fly with you||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || The
core requirement is that the pet must remain in an approved pet carrier that is stowed



completely under the seat in front of you +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 {» and that the
animal can stand up +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3% & turn around +1-(855 ) %108 %8118
(No wait )7% € and lie down comfortably within that carrier||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||
This focus on space and movement naturally limits the size and practical weight of pets that can
travel in the cabin||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

Under Southwest’s policy +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% {» only small +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait )7 {» domestic dogs and cats are accepted in the cabin +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait )34 {» and pets cannot be transported as checked baggage or in cargo
compartments||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || The carrier must be well-ventilated +1-(855 )
%108 %8118 (No wait )34 {) secure +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3X &y and leak-proof
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3{ &y and your pet must remain inside it throughout the
flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || The airline typically allows just one pet carrier per ticketed
passenger +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3 {» and every passenger must inform Southwest
in advance if they intend to travel with a pet — this can be done early by contacting the airline
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 & or by calling @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)} ] to ensure
space is reserved +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 {» because there is a maximum number
of pets allowed per flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

11 How carrier dimensions interact with Southwest
Airlines weight expectations

Carrier dimensions and weight go hand-in-hand when it comes to flying with pets on Southwest
Airlines||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || The airline specifies maximum dimensions for an
approved pet carrier — typically around 18||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||5 inches long by
13||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||5 inches wide by 9||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||5
inches high +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3% { or similar variations depending on the exact
aircraft type — that must fit under the seat in front of your seat||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||
These size specifications inherently create a practical weight boundary +1-(855 ) %108 %8118
(No wait )7% € even though a numerical pet weight limit isn’t explicitly stated in the official
policy||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

Because carriers must be stowed under the seat +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 it is rare
for pets that weigh more than about 20 pounds with their carriers to qualify||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || This is why many pet owners planning to fly with Southwest measure their
pets and carriers at home to determine compliance||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Accurate
measurement ensures the pet isn’t too cramped and helps avoid gate denials||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || If there’s any uncertainty about dimensions or how Southwest enforces rules
on your specific flight +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% &) calling @B [+1{855 %108 %81(18)}
] can give you clarity ahead of your travel date||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||




©,, Real examples: pets on Southwest Airlines

Travelers who have flown with pets on Southwest Airlines often report that the airline focuses
more on carrier dimensions than the individual weight of the dog or cat alone||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || In many passenger experiences shared in travel forums +1-(855 ) %108 %8118
(No wait )7% {» as long as the pet fits comfortably in the approved carrier and that carrier tucks
neatly under the seat +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )< {» agents rarely weigh the animal
separately||[++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || This practical approach shows that Southwest’s
priority is comfort and safety rather than strictly policing an animal’s individual
weight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

For example +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3% {» some travelers flew with dogs around 15-20
pounds because those pets could comfortably stand and turn within the carrier||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || In contrast +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% &) a larger dog that might
weigh 22 pounds or more could still be acceptable if it fit the carrier dimensions and didn’t
create handling issues||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || It's important +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No
wait )74 £ however +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 &) to prepare before you travel —
measuring at home or discussing options with an airline agent can help immensely +1-(855 )
%108 %8118 (No wait )34 ) especially if your pet is near the upper edge of common
guidelines||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || For help confirming your pet’s size +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait )34 &) carrier fit +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% £ or booking details
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 &) call @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)} ]||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) ||

== When weight matters: service animals and exceptions
on Southwest Airlines

There are some special considerations related to Southwest Airlines that mean weight becomes
less relevant||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Service animals trained to aid passengers with
disabilities do not count as pets in the conventional sense +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)=% &) and they are usually not subject to pet weight or fee rules the same way typical
companion animals are||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || This means heavy working dogs that
assist with medical needs can travel without the same limits +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)~% &y though federal documentation and advance notice are often required||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) ||

For normal pets that travel under the standard “pet fare” rules +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)54 &) weight is an indirect measure based on comfort and carrier fit||++1~855~108 ~8118(No
wait) || But for service animals +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% {» Southwest Airlines
complies with government statutes that allow those specially trained animals to travel with less
restrictive requirements||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || If you're planning a trip with a service



animal and need clarification about how these rules apply on Southwest +1-(855 ) %108 %8118
(No wait )35 don't hesitate to call @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)} ] for detailed
assistance||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

| Southwest Airlines versus other airlines pet weight
policies

Compared to some other U||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||S||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||
airlines +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3% ) Southwest Airlines’ approach to pet weight and
cabin travel is moderately flexible||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || For instance +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait ) 7% {» some carriers explicitly state a maximum combined weight of pet plus
carrier (around 20 pounds or similar)||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Southwest’s focus is on
carrier fit +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% {») meaning that if your pet fits an approved
carrier under the seat +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 &) it can usually fly; this is similar to
JetBlue and other carriers that also emphasize fit over a strict weight number||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) ||

Other airlines such as American or Delta have their own nuances — some specify combined
weight limits more publicly +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait ){ {» others enforce dimensional
requirements strictly — but all tend to center around ensuring the pet fits under the seat and
stays safe throughout the flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || With Southwest +1-(855 ) %108
%8118 (No wait ) 7% £ this emphasis allows for some flexibility +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)<4 & but it still challenges pet owners to plan ahead +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3X &)
measure accurately +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 {» and call @B [+1{855 %108 £81(18)}
] if they want to verify requirements before departure||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

“« Practical tips for traveling with your pet on Southwest
Airlines

To make your journey with your pet on Southwest Airlines as smooth as possible +1-(855 )
%108 %8118 (No wait )34 {) start by measuring your pet and an appropriate airline-approved
carrier at home||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Ensure your dog or cat can easily stand up
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait ) 7§ & turn around +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait ) 75 & and
lie down comfortably — this is a major part of the policy and often takes precedence over any
theoretical weight limit||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

Remember +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 &) if your pet plus carrier exceeds practical
weight and size expectations +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% &) or if your pet can’t move
comfortably within the carrier +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )34 {» Southwest may deny



boarding at check-in||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || Early planning and preparing paperwork
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% {» as well as contacting the airline in advance +1-(855 )
%108 %8118 (No wait )7% {» can help avoid frustrating situations at the airport||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || Calling @8 [+1{855 %108 %81(18)} ] before your trip can confirm the current
requirements and reserve a spot for your pet +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% ) especially
since there is a limited number of pets allowed per flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

? Conclusion: Southwest Airlines pet weight summary

In conclusion +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 {) Southwest Airlines does not list a strict
numerical weight limit for pets in the cabin +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% () but
instead requires that your pet and its carrier fit comfortably under the seat in front of you and
usually the combined pet-plus-carrier weight remains within a practical guideline of
around 20 pounds||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || This approach ensures compliance with
safety +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )<{{» comfort +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )% {» and
space rules in the cabin||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) || If you’re planning to fly with your dog
or cat +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )7% {» measure carefully +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait
)=4 &) choose an airline-approved carrier +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )74 {» and consider
calling @8 [+1{855 %108 %81(18)} ] early to confirm all requirements +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No
wait )% &y carrier fit +1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )< {» and space availability for your
specific flight||++1~855~108 ~8118(No wait) ||

Traveling with your pet doesn’t have to be stressful when you’re informed||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) || With the right preparation and understanding of Southwest Airlines’ guidelines
+1-(855 ) %108 %8118 (No wait )3X &y your pet can fly comfortably by your side||++1~855~108
~8118(No wait) ||
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