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Oxycodone is a semi-synthetic opioid analgesic (narcotic pain reliever) derived from 

thebaine. It is available in various forms: 

●​ Immediate-release (IR) tablets/capsules (e.g., Roxicodone, generic oxycodone 

HCl): For acute or breakthrough pain. 

●​ Extended-release (ER/CR) formulations (e.g., OxyContin): For continuous, 

around-the-clock management of severe chronic pain. 

●​ Combinations: Often with acetaminophen (e.g., Percocet), aspirin (e.g., 

Percodan), or ibuprofen. 

It is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance by the DEA (highest abuse 

potential among prescription opioids, similar to fentanyl, hydromorphone, and 

morphine). This means it has accepted medical use but carries severe risks of 

addiction, misuse, and overdose. 

2. Approved Medical Uses 

Oxycodone is FDA-approved for: 
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●​ Management of moderate to severe acute pain (e.g., post-surgery, injury, 

trauma) when non-opioid alternatives are inadequate. 

●​ Management of severe chronic pain requiring continuous, long-term opioid 

therapy (e.g., cancer pain, severe arthritis, or other conditions where pain is 

persistent and debilitating). 

●​ Extended-release forms (like OxyContin) are specifically for around-the-clock 

pain relief, not for as-needed ("prn") use or mild/short-term pain. 

It works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, altering pain 

perception and producing sedation/euphoria (which contributes to its high abuse 

liability). 

Not indicated for: Mild pain, inflammatory conditions treatable with NSAIDs, or as a 

first-line treatment. Doctors must exhaust non-opioid options first. 

3. Dosage Guidelines (Prescribed Only – Varies by Patient) 

Dosage must be individualized by a licensed provider based on pain severity, opioid 

tolerance, age, kidney/liver function, and other factors. 

●​ Immediate-release: Starting 5–15 mg every 4–6 hours as needed; max often 

limited to avoid overdose. 

●​ Extended-release (OxyContin): Starting 10 mg every 12 hours in opioid-naïve 

patients; higher doses (up to 80 mg or more) only for opioid-tolerant 

individuals. 

●​ Titration: Start low, increase slowly; convert carefully if switching from other 

opioids. 

●​ Do not crush/chew ER tablets (releases dose too quickly → overdose risk). 
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Always follow prescriber instructions. Overdose can occur even at prescribed 

doses if mixed with alcohol, benzodiazepines, or other CNS depressants. 

4. Serious Risks, Side Effects, and Warnings 

Oxycodone carries FDA boxed warnings (strongest level) for: 

●​ Addiction, Abuse, and Misuse: High potential — can lead to opioid use disorder. 

●​ Life-Threatening Respiratory Depression: Slowed/shallow breathing, coma, 

death (worse at initiation, dose increases, or with other sedatives). 

●​ Accidental Ingestion/Overdose: Fatal, especially in children. 

●​ Neonatal Opioid Withdrawal Syndrome: If used during pregnancy. 

●​ Risks from Abrupt Discontinuation: Severe withdrawal, uncontrolled pain, 

psychological distress, suicide risk — taper gradually. 

Common Side Effects: Constipation (often requires laxatives), nausea/vomiting, 

drowsiness, dizziness, dry mouth, itching, sweating, headache. 

Overdose Signs: Pinpoint pupils, extreme drowsiness, slow breathing, blue lips — call 

911 immediately (naloxone/Narcan can reverse). 

Linked to the U.S. opioid crisis — counterfeit versions (often sold illegally online) 

contain fentanyl, causing many deaths. 

5. Legal Requirements for Obtaining Oxycodone (USA Focus, 2026) 

●​ Prescription Mandatory: No legal over-the-counter or "no Rx" sales. Requires 

valid prescription from a DEA-registered practitioner. 

●​ Telemedicine Flexibilities: Extended through December 31, 2026 (DEA/HHS 

fourth temporary rule): Licensed providers can prescribe Schedule II opioids 
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like oxycodone via audio-video telemedicine without initial in-person exam 

for legitimate medical purposes (complying with federal/state laws). 

●​ Filling Prescription: Only at DEA-registered, state-licensed U.S. pharmacies 

(e.g., chain or mail-order with verification). Electronic prescribing (EPCS) 

common. 

●​ Delivery: Standard mail (1–3 days) or express/next-day in major cities possible 

(via UPS/FedEx/partners), but Schedule II drugs require secure packaging, 

signature, and tracking. eBay does NOT allow prescription drug sales — any 

"next day delivery" claim on eBay is illegal/fraudulent. 

●​ Quotas & Shortages: DEA sets 2026 production limits for oxycodone to curb 

diversion/overdose — may affect availability. 
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